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For MONDAY, December Io, 1798. 





Some ACCOUNT of the ROTA CLUB. 


N the year 1657, Oliver Cromwell peremptorily diffolved 

the laftof the republican Parliaments. He had hitherto 
governed* conftitutionally ; but, being convinced that he 
was no longer likely to retain the Proteétoral office with the 
confent of the legiflature, he determined to difmifs it, and 
toattempt an undifguifed military defpotifm. The republi- 
cans took alarm; and the more literary politicians among 
them colleéted into a debating fociety, called the Rota, 
whofe {peculations had for their obje& to involve a true 
idea of the beft form of government. “ Their difcourfes 
of ordering a commonwealth (fays the royalift Anthony 
Wood) were the moft ingenious and fmart ever heard; for 
the arguments in the Parliament-houfe were but flat to thofe. 
This gang had a ballotting box, and ballotted how things 
thould be carried by way of eflay ; which not being ufed or 
known in England before, on this account, the room was 
every evening very full. Befides James Harrington and 
Henry Nevil, who. were the prime men of this club, -were 
Cyriac Skinner, Major Wildman, Roger Coke, author of 
“ The Dete&tion of the Four laft Reigns,” William Petty 

Vor. XXXII. 4A and 


* Conformably to the conftitution fettled by the agreement of 
the people at the convention of St. Albans, in November, 1647. 
confirmed by the fecond convention of 1653, and proclaimed inthe 
inftrument of government. Fairfax prefided in the firit, Bare- 
bones in the fecond of thefe conventions. 
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and Maximilian Petty, and a great many others, fome whereof 
are fill living. 

* The doétrine was very , taking, and the more becaufe as to 
human forefight there was no poflibility of the King’s re. 
turn. The greateft of the Parliament-men hated this ro. 
tation and ballotting, as being againft their power. Eight or 
ten were for it, of which number Henry Nevil was the one 
who propofed it to the Houfe, and made it out to the mem- 
bers, that except they embraced that fort of government, 
they muft be ruined. The model of it was, that the third 
part of the Senate, or Houfe, fhould vote out, by ballot, 
every year, and not be capable of being eleéted again for 
three years to come;-fo that every ninth year the Senate 
would be wholly altered. No magiftrate was to continue 
above three years, and all were to be chofen by a fort of 
ballot, than which nothing could be more fair and impartial 
as it was then thought, though oppofed by many, for feveral 
feafons.” It is probable that Milton was a member of the 
Rota ; fince the fatirical attack on his “ Ready and Eafy 
Way to eftablifh a free Commonwealth,” profeffes to be 
the cenfure of the Rota, on Milton’s projea of conftitution. 

After the death of Cromwell, thefe political philofophers 
gave great publicity to their proceedings. In the works of 
Harrington, the following memorandum of one of their 
mectings is preferved. 

“* At the Rota, December 20, 1659. 

“* Refolved, that the propofer be defired, and is hereby 
defired to bring in a model-of a free ftate or equal common- 
wealth at large, to be: further debated by this fociety ; and 
that in order thereunto, it be firft printed. 

* Refolved, that the model being propofed, in print, fhall 
be firft read, and then debated by claufes. 

** Refolved, that a claufe being read over night, the de- 
bate thereupon begin not till the next evening. 

’  “ Refolved, that fuch as will debate, be defired to bring 
m their queries upon, or objections againit, the claufe in 
debate, if they think fit, in writing. 

Refolved, that debate being fufficiently had upon a 
claufe, the queftion be put by the ballotting box, not any: 
way to determine of or meddle with the government of 
thefe nations, but to difcover the judgment of this fociety 
on the beft form of popular government in abftraét.” 


At length this club of law-givers, this committee of con 
ftitution, having agreed on the model. at. large of a free ftate, 
propofed, 
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propofed, through Henry Nevil, to the re-affembled frag- 
ment of the too celebrated Long Parliament, to appoint a 
committee to receive Mr. Harrington’s propofals for fettling 
the government of this country. He affigned as the reafon 
for his motion, that the faireft way of introducing a governe 
ment is, that it be firft propofed to conviétion, before it be 
impofed by power: And he further recommended, that to 
the Committee of the Houfe might be added one hundred 
perfons (who were named) as of “fuch judgment and authce 
rity, that they being convinced, the plan muft needs have an 
healing effeét. 

So great was the reputation of this difinterefted and pa- 
triotic fociety for learning, for talent, and for eloquence, 
that it became a queftion, whether it were more honourable 
to belong to the Rota, or to the fociety of Virtuofi. The 
members of the Rota threw in the teeth of their rivals, that 
they had an excellent faculty of magnifying a loufe and di- 
minifhing a commonwealth. When General George Monk 
had accomplifhed the Reftoration, Charles II. revenged this 
epigram, by ere€ting the Virtuofi into a Royal Society ; by 
difperfing the members of the Rota; and by exiling Hare 
rington for life,to the ifland of Saint Nicholas. 





Humorous Propofal for raifing a Band of Female War- 
riors in Defence of the Country. 


[ Written by the late ingenious Dr. Goldfmith in 1762.] 


HE proportion which the number of females bora in 
thefe kingdoms bears to the male children, is, I think, 
fuppofed to be as thirteen to fourteen; but as women are 
not fo fubjeé&t as the other fex to accidents and intemperance, 
in numbering adults we fhall find the balance on the female 
fide. If, in calculating the numbers of the people, we take 
in the multitudes that emigrate to the plantations, from 
whence they never return, thofe that die at feaand make their 
exit at Tyburn, together with the confumption of the pree 
fent war by fea and land in the Atlantic, Mediterranean, in 
the German and Indian Oceans, in Old France, New 
France, North America, the Leeward Iflands, Germany, 
Africa, and Afia, we may fairly ftate the lofs of men during 
the war at one hundred thoufand. If this be the cafe, there 
mutft be a fuperplus of the other fex amounting to the fame 
number, and this fuperplus will confift of women able to 
4A 2 bear 
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-bear arms ; as I take it for granted, that all thofe who are 
fit to bear children are likewife fit to bear arms. Now as 
we have feen the nation governed by old women, I hope to 
make it appear that it maybe defended’ by young women; 
-and furely this fcheme'will not be rejeéted as unneceffary 
at fuch a junéture, [in the year 1762] when our armies in 
‘the four quarters of the globe are in want of recruits ; when 
we find ourfelves entangled in a new war with Spain, on the 
eve of arupture in Italy,-and indeed in a fair way of being 
obliged to make head againft all the great potentates of Eu- 
rape. 

- ‘But, before I unfold my defign, it may be neceffary to ob- 
viate, from experience as well as argument, the obje€tions 
which may be made to the delicate frame and tender difpo- 
fition of the female fex rendering them incapable of the 
toils, and infuperably averfe to the horrors of war. All the 
world has heard of the nation of Amazons, who inhabited 
the banks of the river Thermodoon in Cappadocia’; who 
expelled their men by force of arms, defended themfelves 
by their own prowefs, managed the reins of government, 
profecuted the operations in war, and held the other fex in 
the utmoft contempt. We are informed by Homer, that 
Penthefilea, Queen of the Amazons,.aéted .as auxiliary to 
Priam, and fell valiantly fighting in his caufe before the 
walls of Troy. Quintus Curtius tells’ us, that Thaleftris 
brought one hundred armed Amazons in.a prefent to Alex- 
ander the Great. Diodorus Siculus exprefsly fays, there 
was anation of female warriors in Africa, who fought againft 
the Lybian Hercules. 

We read inthe Voyages of Columbus, that one of the 
Caribbee iflands was poffeffed by a tribe of female warriors, 
who kept all the neighbouring Indians in awe; but we 
need not go further than our own age and colintry to prove, 
that the f{pirit and conftitution of the fair’ féx’are equal to 
the dangers and fatigues of war. Every fiovice who has 
read the authentic and important Hiftory of the Pirates, is 
well acquainted with the exploits of two heroines, called 
Mary Read and Anne Bonny. I myfelf have had the ho- 
nour to drink with Anne ‘Caflier, alias Mother Wade, who 
had diftinguifhed herfelf among the Buccaneers of America, 
and in her old age kept a punch-houfe in Port-Royal of Ja- 
maica. I have likewife converfed with Moli Davis, who 
had ferved as a dragoon in all Queen Anné’s waits, and was 
admitted on the penfion of Chelfea. 

The 

































































THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 465 
The late war with Spain, and even the prefent, hath pra- 
duced inftances of females enlifting both in the land and fea 
:fervice, and behaving with remarkable bravery in the dif- 
guife of the other-fex. --And who has not heard of the cele- 
‘brated Jenny Cameron, and fome other enterprifing ladies 
of. North Britain, who attended a certain adventurer in all 
his expeditions, and headed their refpe€tive clans in a military 
charaéter ? That flrength of body is often equal to the 
courage of mind implanted in the fair fex, will not be denied 
by thofe who have feen the water-women of Plymouth ; the 
female drudges of Ireland, Wales, and Scotland; the fifh- 
women of Billingfgate ; the weeders, podders, and hoppers, 
who fwarm in the fields ; and the bunters who fwagger im 
the ftreets of London; not to mention the indefatigable 
trulls who follow the camp, and keép up with the line of 
march, though loaded with bantlings and other baggage. 

There is fcarcely a ftreet in this metropolis without one or 
more viragos, who difcipline their hufbands and domineer 
over the whole neighbourhood. Many months are not 
elapfed fince I was witnefs to a pitched battle between two 
athletic females, who fought with equal fkill and fury until 
one of them gave out, after having fuftained feven falls on 
the hard ftones. .They were both ftripped to the under-pet- 
ticoat ; their breafts were carefully fwathed with handker- 
chiefs, and as no veftiges of features were to be feen in 
either when I came up, I imagined the combatants were of 
the ‘other fex, until a by-ftander affured’ me of the contrary, 
giving me to underfland, that the conqueror had lain-in 
about five weeks of twin baftards, begot by her fecond, who 
was ‘an’ Irifh chairman. When I fee the avenues of the 
Strand befet every night with ‘troops of fierce Amazons, 
who, with dreadful tmiprecations, flop and beat and plunder 
paffengers, I cannot help wifhing that fuch martial: talents 
were converted tothe benefit of the public ; and that thofe 
who are fo loaded with tétipora! fire, and fo little afraid of 
eternal. fire, fhould, inftead of ruining the fouls and bodies of 
their fellow-citizens, be put in away of turning their de- 
Rruive qualities againft the enemies of ‘the nation. 

Having thus demonftrated that the fair fex are not deficient 
in ftrength aid refolution, 1 wou'd humbly. propofe, that as 
there is an excefs on their fide in quantity to the amount of 
one hundred thoufand, part of that number may be employed 
in recruiting the army, as well as in raifing thuty new 
Amazonian regiments, to be commanded by females, and 
ferve in regimentals adapted to their fex. ~ The Amazons of 
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old appeared with the left breaft bare, an open jacket, and 
trowfers that. defcended no fartherthan the knee; the right 
breaft was deftroyed, that it might not impede them in 
bending the bow, or darting the javelin ; butthere is no oc- 
cafion for this cruel excifion in the prefent difcipline, as we 
have feen inftances of women who handle the mufquet, 
without finding any inconvenience from that protubcrance. 

As the fex love gaiety, they may be ‘cloathed in veits of 
pink fattin and open drawers of the fame, with bufkins on 
their feet and legs, their hair tied behind and floating on their 
fhoulders, and their hats adorned with white feathers : They 
may be armed with light carbines and long bayonets, without 
the incumbrance of {words or fhoulder-belts. I make no 
doubt but many young ladies of figure and fafhion will 
undertake to raife companies at their own expence, provided 
they like their colonels; but I muft infift upon it, if this 
{cheme fhould be embraced, that Mr. Henriquez’s feven 
bleffed daughters may be provided with commiflions, as the 
projeét is in fome meafure owing to the hints of that vene, 
rable patriot. I moreover give it as my opinion, that Mrs, 
Kitty Fither* fhall have the command of a battalion, and the 
nomination of her own officers, provided fhe will warrant 
them all found, and be content to wear proper badges of 
diftin&ion. 

A female brigade, properly difciplined and accoutred, 
would not, I am perfuaded, be afraid to charge a numerous 
body of the enemy, over whom they would ‘have a manifeft 
advantage ; for if the barbarous Scythians were afhamed to 
fight with the Amazons who invaded them, furely the French, 
who pique themfelves on their fenfibility and devotion to the 
fair fex, would not aét upon the offenfive againft a band of 
female warriors, arrayed in all the charms of youth and 
beauty. 


* Acelebrated courtezan of ‘that time. 





Curious Circumflances attendant on the Arrival of Queen 
Charlotte in 1761, 


[From Original Letters of the late Hon. Horace Walpole. ] 


OTHING was ever equal to the buftle and uncertainty 

of the town for thefe three days, The Queen was 

feen off - coat of Suffex, on Saturday laft, and is not ary 
rived 
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rived yet—nay, laft night at ten o’clock it was neither certain 
when fhe landed, nor when fhe would be in town. I forgive 
hiftory for knowing nothing, when fo public an event as the 
arrival of a new Queen, is a myftery even at the very 
moment in St. James’s-flreet. The meffenger that brought 
the letter yefterday morning, faid, fhe arrived at half an 
hour after four at Harwich. This was immediately tranf- 
lated into /anding, and notified in thofe words to the 
minifters. Six hdurs afterwards it proved no fuch thing, and 
that fhe was only in Harwich-road; and they recollected 
that half an hour after four happens twice in twenty- 
four hours, and the letter did not {pecify which of the ¢wzces 
it was. Well! the bridemaids whipped on their virginity ; 
the new road and the parks were thronged ; the guns were 
choaking with impatience to go off; and Sir James Lowther, 
who was to pledge his Majefty, was aétually married to Lady 
Mary Stuart. Five, fix, feven, eight o’clock came, and no 
Queen.—She lay at Witham at Lord Abercorn’s, who was 
moft tranquilly in town, and it is not certain even whether 
fhe will be compofed enough to be in town to-night. She 
has been fick but half an hour: Sung and played on the 
harpfichord all the voyage, and been cheerful the whole time. 
The coronation will now certainly not be put off—fo I thall 
have the pleafure of feeing you on the 15th. The weather 
is clofe and fultry ; and if the wedding is to-night, we thall 
all die. 

You will find the town over head and ears in difputes 
about rank, precedence, proceflions, entrées, &c. One 
point, that of the Irifh Peers, has been excellently liquidated : 
Lord Halifax has ftuck up a paper in the coffee-room at 
Arthur’s, importing, “ that his Majefty, not having leifure 
to determine a point of fuch great. confequence, permits for 
this time fuch Irifh Peers as fhall be at the marriage to walk in 
the proceffion.” Every body concludes thofe perfonages 
will underftand this order, as it isdrawn up in their own 
language ; otherwife it is not very clear how they are to 
walk ¢o the marriage, if they are at it before they come 
to it! 





A SKETCH of the HISTORY of CANALS. 


HATEVER may be thought of the doétrine, that the 
human race, inthe fir ftage of its exiflence, is of 


an amphibious nature,.it is certain thatmen, in the moit rude 
and 
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and favage ftate, are very much familiarifed with the watery 
element, and feek their prey in rivers, lakes, and feas, not 
lefs than in mountains and woods, The fluidity of water, 


and its property of bearing up and floating bodies of lefs. 


fpecific gravity, are among the earlicft notions that are 
acquired by mankind ; and the rudiments of navigation, an 
art fo various and complicated in its progrefs, among the 
firft efforts of mechanical] improvement. 

The convenience of water, as an eafy medium of com- 
munication and conveyance, being quickly difcovered, or 
rather, from the circumflances of man in Ins wild and un- 
tutored fate, obtruded upon his obfervation, it is but one flep 
to the idea of artificial canals, or of introducing water, where 
it can be eafily obtained, for the facilitation of intercourfe 
and commerce ; fome degrees of which take place among 
all tribes and nations, in the earlieft periods of their civi- 
lization. Canals are accordingly found in all countries that 
have made any advancements in art and fcience. In the 
empire of China, whofe hiftorical records mount fo much 
higher, up than our European hiftories, or even oral tra- 
ditions, there is fcarcely a town or village that has not the 
advantage of either an arm of the fea, a navigable river or a 
canal ; by which means navigation is rendered fo common, 
that almoft as many people live on the water as the land. 

From the moft early accounts of fociety in Europe, Afia, 
and the northern coafts of Africa, we read of attempts, made 
with various fuccefs, to cut through large ifthmufes, in order 
to effegt a communication by: water, either betwixt different 
nations, or diftant parts of the fame nation, where carriage by 
land was long and expenfive; in India, Affyria, Perfia, 
Egypt, Afia Minor, Greece, and throughout the widely- 
extended Roman empire. Even in the darknefs of the 
middle age, Charlemagne formed a defign of joining the 
Rhine and the Danube, in order to make a communication 
between the Ocean and the Black Sea, by a canal from the 
river Almutz, which difcharges itfelf into the Danube, tothe 
Reditz, which falls into the Maine, as this laft river does 
into the Rhine, near Mayence. For this purpofe he em- 
ployed a prodigious number of workmen ; but met with fo 
many obitacles, that he was obliged to abandon his magnie 
ficent, project. 

In modern times many fine and extenfive canals have been 
formed, in Holland, the Netherlands, Germany, France, 
Spain, Ruffia, Denmark; Sweden, England, and fome even in 
Iceland and Scotland. In America, though fitted fo 
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admirably for umiverfal commerce, being every where 
penettated, indented, and interfperfed by navigable rivers, 
lakes, and arms of the fea, the ingenious induftry of the in- 
habitants has begun to improve on thofe mighty advantages, 
by the conftru€iion of canals, on a fcale not unworthy of 
that magnificence of nature which invites them.” In a word, 
inthe prefent period of extended commercial intercourfe, 
and of the application of f{cience and mechanical invention 
tothe arts of life, a fenfe of the utility of canals, as mught 
have been expeéted, particularly in our own country, i 
univerfally entertained, and raifed to a kind of cthinbetel, 
Nor will this paflion for. canals appear in any degree 
unreafonable, when we turn our attention tothe manifold ad- 
vantages to be derived from that mode of conveyance and 
communication. 

Canals may be confidered as fo many roads,on which one 
horfe will draw as much as thirty do on the ordinary turn- 
pike roads. They colle& the difperfed materials of manu- 
fatures, and fupply thefe, as well as all the neceffaries of 
life, at the cheapeft rate. They encourage the cultivation of 
thofe parts of a country that are remote from towns, fea- 
ports, and other markets. They are advantageous to towns, 
by overturning the monopolies of the diftriéts in their 
neighbourhood ; and to all parts of a country without ex- 
ception ; for though they introduce into different places 
rival commodities, they open new markets for the produce 
of thofe places, whether the growth of nature, or the effeéts 
of Jabour and. art. By means of canals, merchants are 
enabled to export greater quantities of goods from places at 
a diftance from the fea; and to fupply a greater extent of 
inland country with the commodities they import from’ 
forcign nations. 

Canals are the great veins that carry on the circulation of 
internal trade, and replenifh thé refervoirs of external or 
foreign commerce. It has been juftly obferved, that all the 
arts naturally flourifh more among a people brought clofely’ 
together, as in Holland, than an equal number of people 
widely fcattered over vaft mountains and plains, as it 
Sweden and Ruffia. Among the former, a quick fermenta- 
tion of induflry is excited by a reciprocity of ‘wants and’ 
redundancies ; a quick fupply of whatever is néeded, anda 
ready market for whatever can be fpared ; befides the ad- 
vantage of turning,i n many inftances, the waite and retufe 
of one manufaéture into raw materials for another. Canal¢ 
approximate people to ore another, apd both enable and 

Vor. XXXII. 4B difpofs 
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difpofe them to co-operate, by akind of difcordant harmony, 
for the improvement of ‘art, the perfection of fociety, and 
the comfort of life. 

Having thus given ageneral fketch of the origin, hiftory, 
aud énds or defigns, of canals, we fhall now briefly ‘touch on 
their nature, or the way and means by which they have for- 
snerly_been, and are ndw formed. 

Where the ground ‘is naturally level, nothing more is ne- 
ceffary than to make level'cuts: And fuch were the canals 
of the ancients ;~as alfo'are thofeof the Chinefe at this day. 
But, when the ground rife’.and falls, and cannot be reduced 
to a level, artificial methods mult be employed of raifing and 
lowering veflels ; which have varied im different times’ and 
different circumftances. 


Boats and barges are fometimes raifed over falls and fhoals 


in rivers, by a kind of témporaty fluices; and this isa very 
fimple operation, ‘Two pofts, or pillars of ‘mafon’s work, 
with grooves, are fixed, one on each bank of' the river, at 
fome diflance below the fhoal. The boat, or barge; having 
paffed thefe pofts, planks are let down acrofs’ tlge river, by 
pullies, intothe grooves, by which the water is dammed up 
to a proper height for allowing the veffels to pafs up the river 
over the fhoal. . 

Another contrivance for carrying on the navigation of 
{mall veffels, where the ground rifes and falls, is this: An 
inclined plane, or rolling bridge on dry land, is formed ; 
along which inclined plane or: folling bridge, veffels are 
drawn from a river below a ‘cafcade, into the fame river 
above it. Thefe rolling bridges confift of a number of 
cylindrical rollers which turn eafily on pivots; and’a mill is 
commonly built néar by ; fo that the fame machinery may 
ferve the double purpofe of working the mill and drawing up 
the veffe].. This, it is. faid, was the only method employed 
hy the ancients ; and this method is {till ufed, on fome oc- 
cafions, by.the Dutch and Fiemings, as well as on all by the 
Chinefe,. who are entirely ignorant of the nature and utility 
of. locks; an invention, by méans of which’ inland naviga- 
tion. has, been carriéd, in the prefent times, to fo high a‘pitch 
of perfeétion. pikes 
¢ A. lock .is.abafon: placéd ‘longitudinally ‘in ‘a river’ or 
canal, lined with walls of ‘mafonry on each fide, and termi- 
nated by two gates, placed where there is a cafcade, or 
gatural fall of the codutry 3 ‘andfo conftrp@ed, that the 
halon. being “filled with Water By an uppér fluice to the level 
of theewaters above; “a Véelfekmay afcénd through the upper 
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gate; or, the water in the lock being reduced to tlie level 
of, the water at the bottom of the cafcade, the veffel may 
defcend through the lower gate ; for when the water. 
brought to.a level on either fide, the gate on that fide’ may a 
eafily opened... But, as the lower gate is ftrained.in propor- 
‘tion to the depth of. water it fupports, when the « perpen- 
dicular height of the water exceeds twelve or thirteen feet, .it 
becomes neceflary to have more locks than one. Thus, if 
the fall be feventcen feet, two locks are required, each 
having a fall of eight fect and a half; and if the fall. be 
twenty-fix feet, three locks are necefflary, each having a fall 
of eight feet eight inches. 





GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For NOVEMBER, 1798. 


N attentive confideration of the different interefts of 
the refpe&tive courts of Europe, founded on informa- 

tion we believe to be authentic, convinces us, that nothing 
but an union of parties in the interior of the different {tates 
and kingdoms, fuftained by the aggregate force of foreign 
nations, can repel the general impulfe of French-ambition, 
to ov erthrow the ol 1 governments, and to exift upon their 
{poils.’ To attack a pow er fo conttituted, by a direét inva- 
fion, or‘upon the ancient principles of war, is, in faét, only to 


_aid and concentrate its ftrength ; while, on the ‘contrary, 


every attack made by. France is full*of hazard, and may be 
fatal. © Hannibal, though viétorious at Thrafymene and 
Cannez, only rouzed and animated ‘the republic of Rome, 
when he appeared before the’ gates of the city; whereas 
‘Scipio, at the head of an inferior army, found, on his inva- 
fion of Africa, that his beft auxiliaries were the parties of 
Carthage. It has been often faid,’ “* that the union of par- 
ties is a theory not to be realized.” If, indeed, the public 
danger did not threaten their mutual deflruétion,; their con- 
‘tinued contefts would bein-the natural order of things, and 
imight--even be ufetul to their country ; but their united 
enérgy is now demanded to {natch the ftate from deftruction, 
Unlefs their mutual hoftility be carried to a deadly hatred, 
they will rather endure to draw together, for a time, under 
the fame ‘yoke, than to give themfelves up, with all their re. 
lations, friends, acquaintance, and, in a word, their country 
bound hand and foot to a forergn and ifolent tyranny. 


i: 4B2 It 
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It is againft the enemy, whofe projc&s are fo alarming, 
not againft each other, that true patriots will now direét their 
attacks. Minifters fhould folicit the aid of their opponents, 
making every allowance for former oppofition by fuppofing, 
that it originated from a mifconception of the real danger, 
which their own accefs to fuperior intelligence enabled them 
to fee in aclearer light. The opponents of Adminiftration, 
fenfible to fo candid and magnanimous a mode of condu&, 
would not be backward to unite in defence of a caufe, in 
which they have an equal intereft with any of their coun- 
trymen. 

The league propofed among ,different nations fhould be 
founded on the unequivocal bafis of the protedion of the 
rights of nations ; the. delufive and dangerous demand of 
indemnification for the paft, and fecurity for the -futate, 
being entirely abandoned. The great independent powers, 
Ruffia, Prufha, Auftria, and Britain, being united on this 
ground, to refent and repel all. encroachment of the ‘Direc- 
tory, what ftate would not be defirous of acceding, and 
being admitted as members of the grand confederations ? 
Holland, Switzerland, Italy, and Spain, would become im- 
patient of fo ignominious, as well as oppreflive a yoke, as 
that under which they now groan, and would ftruggle to, re- 
affume their ranks in the {cale of nations. But the greateft 

.advaritage of all of an union for fecuring the independence 
of nations, isthe light which it would difpenfe, and the en- 
couragement which it would hold out to the rational part of 
the French people themfelves.. They would then perceive, 
that the fyftem of the .Diref&tory, equally ‘fubtle and per- 
nicious, tended only to enflave their reprefentatives, while 
it flattered and occupied by conquefts the national pride. 
They would equally fee, that the war waged by the com- 
bined powers was defenfive of rights, which interefted the 
liberty and property of the French nation, as: much as any 
of thofe who had joined in the league. Such a conyiétion 
would foon enable the coalefced powers to turn the, aéts of 
the Direftory againft themfelves. In. the conciliation of 
fuch a party, they would find that fupport, which their 
enemy fought from the animofity and corruption of ‘parties 
among themfelves. 

Thofe of our readers, who will refleét on the real charaéter 
of the French nation, and. the extent of empire which they 
have acquired, under the revolution, will forefee a probable 
duration to the prefent war, and a renewal of. frequent wafs 
to Europe. The German Empire, from the period in which 
its 
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its reprefentatives at Raftadt acceded to the open facrifice of 
the three electorates that border the Rhine, can no longer be 
faid to exift. Holland, Switzerland, and: Savoy, may be 
confidered in their prefent dependence, as provinces of 
France. The rights of the German empire over Auftrian 
Flanders and Savoy are formally renounced ina late “ con- 
clufum.’’ Thefe confiderations announce to every {tate in 
Europe the moft alarming profpeéts. Great Britain, in par- 
ticular, has much to apprehend from the local extenfion of 
the French republic, In Auftrian Flandefs alfo, her rival 
has acquired forefts, mines, ingenious habits, and manufac- 
tures of invaluable advantage. From all thefe confiderations 
we are juftified in drawing the following conclufions. 

ift. That a league of the independent ftates of Europe, 
united with America, is indifputably neceffary to reprefs the 
power of France, and oppofe the policy of the revolutionary 
government. 

2dly. That the only bafis on which fuch a ]éague can be 
formed, with fuccefs, muft be a bafis fuitéd to their feparate 
and univerfal interefts, and fuch as may exclude all queftions 
of rivality; feparate ambition, and national jedloufy. In 
this point of view, the common defence of property, equally 
interefting to the individual and national proprietor, and em- 
bracing the whole chain of civilization, under the well 
known defignation of public credit, is the bafis relative to 
which there could be no quarrels even in diplomacy. 

It would be madnefs to fuppofe, that any one regular fy 
tem of union could be formed by England, Germany, Tur- 
key, Italy, and America, for the guarantee of their refpe&ive 
political and religious inftitutions. But, a Ane qua non of 
the league fhould be perfeétly underftood, viz. that after an 
offer of peace to France, on liberal terms, (a certain medium 
perhaps between the wi poffiidetis, and the fatus gue ante 
bellum) none of the combined ftates fhould make a feparate 
peace, and that an attack on any one of them hereafter by 
France fhould. be confidered as hoftility to all. The form 
of the ancient German conttitution offers the only pragtical 
model of an union, that has yet been fuccefsfully organized 
in Europe for its common fecurity. It was, inmany points, 
perteét, as experience has fhown ; and.it offers:an excellent 
tule, in the equal contribution of contingents of men and 
moncy again{ft a common enemy. 


FRANCE.. 
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The difafters that have befallen their fleets and armies, the 
failure of plunder; and the confequent neceflity of contti- 
butions, have produced new a€ts of oppreffion on the part of 
the French government, and provoked a very general fpirit 
of refiftance on that of the people. Inthe Low Countries, 
and on the Mofelle, infurre&tion feems to approach to the 
form of organized and fy ftematical revolt. 


SPAIN and PORTUGAL. 


The Spaniards are afraid of the French at land, and of the 
Englifh at fea. But on the whole it is almoft certain, that 
‘ their hearts, as well as interefts, are on the fide of England. 
It would feem probable that Spain, by the efforts the makes 
to raife an immenfe fum of money by taking poffeflion, on 
juft ‘conditions, of unoccupied land, and unclaimed divi- 
dends, has fome enterprize in view of great magnitude. But 
the projeéted confederation, or reconfederation among the 
European powers, muft be in a flate of great maturity, we 
fear, before it be openly joined by the Spaniards, 


inet ee es ee 


The Englifh fleet joined by a Portuguefe fquadron, with 
Neapolitan troops, has fet fail from the Bay of Meflina, 
probably for the reduétion of Malta, and the Venetian 
iflands, in the hands of the French. 


| ee Sh St te WS # 


The French tranfports are ftill fafe in the harbour of Alex- 
andria: Nor can they be attacked, with effe&t, but by the co- 
operation of land troops. By the lateft accounts it would 
appear; that Buonaparte is not in fuch immediate danger-ot 
capture or excifion as was for fome time imagined.:; He will, 
however, have need of all his talents, and all his refources, 
in order to’ extricate himfelf out of his prefent. fituation. 
Nelfon’s late glorious viftory off the Mouths of the Nile 
has probably been more fortunate for this country and for 
Europe, thanif he had defeated, or taken the whole of the 

‘French fleet before Buonaparte had landed at Alexandria. 


GERMAN Y, 


The court of Vienna feems to relax in its duty to the 
empire ; but to urge with vigour the particular interefls of 
6 the 
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the hovfe of Auftria. -Auftrian troops have entered the 
country of the Grifons: ‘Yet a feparate peace is muc! 
talked of between France and Auftria—Pruflia, on the 
contrary, -at‘ length fully convinced of the urgency of the 
cafe, promifes very. proper exertions. 

Sweden and Denmark, furrounded by. the fleets: of -Ruflia 
and Great Britain, muft of neceflity, fooner or later, join 
them in the common caufe of civilization. 


-GREAT BRITAIN and IRELAND. 


The King’s fpeech to Parliament indicates an intention 
and’ hope, to improve the victory on the Egyptian coaft, inte 
the means of aroufing.and uniting Europe againft France. 
The Marquis of Lanfdown, certainly a very wife and en- 
lightened ftatefman, thinks, that fuch-a confederation is: not 
to be expefted. The continental powers are fo rancorous in 
their yealoufies and refentments, and fo fhort-fighted in their 
views, that they would rather fuffer ruinthan moderate theis 
prejudices-and paflions. 

The opinion of the. Marquis of Lanfdown forms but’ too 
jut a piéture of the ufual fyftem of European. politics, 
whofe fclheemes for the fupport of an ideal balance of power 
we have'heard of fo often;and which have coft Great Britain 
fo many millions:and foemany hves. But the ‘prefent+is a 
conteft of quite a different kind: Life, liberty, -and every 
thing that renders fociety defirable; now are at ftlaké. The 
French appear in a ftile more hoftile than ever, not from their 
m¢reafed numbers or ftrength, but from the decided contempt 
With which they treat religion, morals, and all the deareft ties 
which bind man to man, and by :which fociety is linked 
together, and-in‘confequenceof which it becomes impoflible 
toform a ftable alliance with them. Suchis their condué&-te 
thofe they call friends, that open hoftility is better than con- 
nection with them, _And till a material alteration in this 
refpeét takes place, there can be but little hopes of a perma- 
nent and general. peace. 

At home the fituation of Great Britain is greatly ame- 
hordted, and her domeflic fecurity is likely to. continue, her 
boafting foe not having. it in-her power to.“invade her do 
minions, or aflift her internal foes. The burdens‘of war are 
unavoidably great ;-but we hope fo great-an attention. will. 
be paid to economy-as‘will entitle. Adminiftration to the ge- 
neral confidence of the nation. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Lows XVIII, to Monfieur Clery, 


dated Fuly 11,1798. 


F any thing, .my.'dear Clery. could augment the fenfations 
which the misfortunes of:my. family have excited in my 
mind, your ‘work, which I have juft received, would have 
produced that effe&. I have long fought not the means of 
rewarding you, for fervices like your’s bear with them their 
ewn recompenfe : But I mean to fatisfy myfelf, by beftow- 
ing on you fome mark of honour, which may atteft at once 
your courageous fidelity, and. my gratitude. By the device 
of the Order: of St. Louis. it.is underfiood that it was 
inftituted by ‘Louis X1V. to be the reward of valour ; but if 
he dettined it merely:as the recompenfe.of military fetvice, 
it was only becaufe the moft itriking proofs of that courage, 
which he wifhed to honour, feemed to be referved for the 
profeffion of arms.’ He could not forefee the lot which 
awaited his defcendants.. You have not:fhewn lefs courage 
in the prifon of the Temple, than the. warrior who faces 
death in the field of honour ; and in granting you. that deco- 
ration which ferves as his recompenfe, I certainly do not 
violate the fpirit of that noble inititution. I fhould regret 
the want of power to arm you as a Knight with my own 
hands, if -I did not: think it would ‘enhance the value,of the 
gift to have it tranfmitted through thofeof Monfieur. Louis. 
the XVith, from the bofam of that repofe in which his vir- 
tues have placed him, will applaud the fentiment of his two 
brothers, uniting in concert to honour that man, who, of all 
his {ubjeéts, gave him, to the laff moment, every mark of the 
moft approved attachment. 
Doubt not, my dear Clery, of my fentiments refpeéing. 


you. 
(Signed) LOUIS. 


A REFLECTION. 





Have often remarked, that the firft motion of thofe, who 
have performed fome heroic aétion, who have given their 
mindsto fome generous impreflion, who have faved the un- 
fortunate, run fome great rifk, or procured fome great advan- 
tage, whether in the caufe of the public, or of individuals, 
I fay, Lhave often obferved that their firft motion was to te- 
fufe the recompenfe offered. This is found among the 
pooreftand lowcft claifes of people. 
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An ANECDOTE. 


S the late Lord Chancellor Northington, when ina ftate 
of ficknefs and decrepitude, vifited the inn well known 
at Bagfhot by the name of the Red Lion, he called in the 
landlord to find fault with his accommodation, and faid that 
the wine was not fo good, nor the waiters fo civil, as they 
ufed tobe. “* Alas! my Lord,” replied the Jandlord, ‘‘ the 
wine is as good, and the waiters as attentive,asthey ufed to 
be; but your Lordfhip is not in fuch good health, nor in fuch 
good humour, as you ufed to be.” 
The late Lord Camden faid of Lord Northington, that he 
was aman of the happieft underftanding, but of the moft un- 
happy temper he had ever known. 





Anfwer, by G. Hazel, of Barnflaple,to F, French's Charade, 


inferted Auguft 20, 


AY ye, whofe. boaft is of prophetic lore, 
Whén fhall thefe dire terrific horrors ceafe ? 
When thall Hibernia’s MALE-CONTENTS no more 


Impede our commerce, nor difturb our peace ? 


*4# We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker> 
Exeter; and R. Maffett, and Hodge Wymond, of Cargrcen* 





Anfwer, by Hermes, of Bath, to W. Hoare’s Charade, in. 
Serted Auguft 20, 


OTH parts will fhow, when join’d with due regard, 


That CHURCH.-ILL is the fam’d fatyric bard. 


*t® We have received the like anfwer from T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; W.Rennels, of Barnftaple; Walter Bickham, 
jun. of Afhburton ; E. Lloyd,of Honiton; Corporal Field, 
of Milbar Camp; A. P. jun. of Modbury ; and T. Bullock, 
of St. Columb. 





Anfwer, by W, Brock, of Evercreech, to the Rebus, inferted 


Au rv ff o- 
He te eo oC 


\ / AY envy never enter BULLOCK’s mind, 
And unto vice may he ne’er be inelin’d! 


VoL. XXXII. 4C. t#+t We 
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+#+ We have réceived the like anfwer from William 
Rennels, of Barnftaple; Hermes, of Bath; T. Whicker, 
of Exeter; N. Howard, of Plymouth; T. Jarvis, of Mal- 
borough; A.P. jun. of Modbury; P. Ninnis, jun. of St. 
Agnes; and R. Maffett and Hodge Wymond, of Cargreen, 
in Cornwall. 





Anfwer, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough, to W. Hoare’s Cha. 
rade, inferted September 3 


HE city is CARLISLE you mean, 


As in your charade’s plainly feen. 


+*+ We have received the like anfwer from Hermes, of 
Bath; A. P. jun. of Modbury ; W. Bickham, jun. of Ath- 
burton; T. Whicker, Exeter; G. Hazel, R. Withecombe, 
jun. and W. Rennels, of Barnftaple; Edward Lloyd,of Ho- 
niton; Coporal Field, of Milber Camp; N. Howard, Ply- 
mouth; J. Afh, of Kenton; P. Ninnis, junior, St. Agnes; 
T. Bullock, of St. Columb; T. C. and William Brock, of 
Evercreech. 





A CHARADE, éy Hermes, of Bath. 


Y firft a vifitor imparts, 

Who often caufes aching hearts ; 
My next, when fill’d with liquor bright, 
Is pleafing tathe toper’s fight : 
Come, bards, then fill it to the brim, 
And drink fuccefs and health to him 
Who’s reprefented by my whole, 
Refound his fame from pole to pole. 


ee oe ee ours, PIAL PLO LOLOL DL LOE LDL 


Gr Poflage of letters muft be paid, or no notice will be 
taken of them, 

*4* A certain correfpondent at Honiton is again cautioned 
againft fending borrowed pieces ; if he repeats the offence, 
nothing he fends will be inferted. 

_t*+ Fortune, not Speétacles, as inferted by miflake, is the 
My ht anfwer to N. Howard’s Enigma, inferted Fuly 30. 
6 POETRY. | 
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The Form of Prayer and Thank[giving for the Vidory ob- 
tained by his Majefly’s Fleet under the Command of 


Admiral Nelfon on the 1ft and 2d of Auguft laft, attempted 


in Verfe. 





H GOD! thou Sovw’reign Ruler of the Earth! 
Who gav’ft to ev’ry breathing creature birth, 

Whofe pow'rful arm no mortal dares withitaod, 
And nations fall before thy vengeful hand : 
‘lo thy great name our grateful notes we raife 
For happy victories won in diftant feas. 
*Tis thou alone giv’ft counfel, ftrength, and might, 
And thou a'one can’ft turn the dubious fight. 
Kings are victorious by thy mighty word, 
Which fav’it thy fervants from the dreadful fword: 
To us, we humbly pray, thy grace impart, 
And that thy mercies may amend our heart. 
Grant that thy holy gofpel may increafe, 
And give thy people, Lord! the blifs of peace! 


Grant that thy Spirit ruling in our hearts 
(Which ev’ry good to pious fouls imparts) 
May in our minds a tull remembrance keep 
Of thy great merciesin the trackleis deep! 
May caule fuch fear of giving thee offence, 
And of thy goodnefs fuch a lively fenfe ; 

Such firm reliance on thy help in need, 

As of our lives may fhine in ev’ry deed, 
Conforming all our yet exiftiog days, 

To Jefus’ holy do€trine, and his praife : 

To whom, with thee, Oh Father! Holy Ghoft! 
Three perfons, but one God of Heaven’s high hoft, 
All honour, glory, and eternal pow’r 

Be humbly paid, both now and evermore. 


Swimbridge, November 13, 1798. 
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ODE to SCIENCE, 


AIN, fair {cience! fain I'd lure thee 
From thy blifsfal feat of lights 


Warm 
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Warm my foul, of ign’rance cure me, 
Subftitute thy rich delight ; 

Worth incomprehended come, 

And my bofom make thy home. 


Smiling pleafure may attrac 
Her fedutive path to run ; 
Chid by thee, I’d dare retract, 
And her toi!s deftruétive fhun ; 
Worth incomprehended come, 
And my bofom make thy home. 
Fed by power’s hot-bed fmile, 
Drones in luxury may rot ; 
Oh defcend! my thoughts beguile, 
Cheer and blefs my humble cot. 
Eafy then with thee, I’d dare 
All the hofts of carking care. 
Friends. ephemereal I'll leave 
Each his interefts to purfue. 
For I’ve found—a tear of grief 
Bids me fay—true friends are few. 
Once concomitant, thy love 
Nought but death can e’er remove. 
C. WILSON. 


Bath, November 9, 1798+ 





























Elegy on the Death of a young Lady, who died in a State of 


Lunacy. 
Hv? in the filent grave, thy forrows fleep ; 


No more in fecret anguifh torepine ! 
And foft humanity no more fhall weep 
To fee the wreck of fuch a mind as thine, 


Ev’n he who unrelenting faw that mind— 
A tather! flruggle with defpair in vain, 
While reafon’s ruin’d empire feil, confign’d 
** To blank confufion, and her crazy train.” 
Ev’n he, barbarian! fhall with callous heart 
No more dilturb the bed of thy repofe; 
No more fhall try with ev'ry hellifh art 
To lengthen the fad period of thy woes! 
For now at length thy pains, thy troubles ceafe, 
The gloomy midnight of thy grief is o’er; 
And on thy foul the biilsful morn of peace 
Arifes bright—to be o’ercaft no more. 
And tho’ a littic {pace contains full well 
Thy peerless form, with ev’ry beauty bleft, 
Withcut one * frail memorial” to tell 
The paffing wav'iler where thy athes reft s 
Yer, to thy mem’ry, many a facred tear 
Shal: A .w, with maay a fympathetic figh ; 
And on fok Pp ty’s heart, to virtue dear 
Thy name thali be engraven—ne’er to die! 
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